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What is Pruning?

Pruning is the removal of unwanted growth (shoots,
limbs and branches) and consequently the removal of
leaf surface which dwarfs tree development

Why is Pruning Important?

The goal of pruning is to increase yields (and
sometimes reduce diseases) by increasing air
movement and light penetration into the crop canopy.

How do you Prune?

Use these 8 basics for pruning almond trees.

1. Newly planted trees: At planting, cut trees to a
short stick (60 to 75 cm = 24 to 30 inches high). Cut
any remaining side shoots to have just one top
growing point.

2. Young trees: Prune young trees fairly heavily to
encourage tree shape and rapid growth for the first
3 years without any fruit.

General pruning basics

3. Prune fruit trees when the plants are dormant (not
actively growing).

4. When deciding which branch to cut and where to
cut it, remember that topping a vertical branch
encourages vegetative growth necessary for
development of the tree and opens the tree to more
sunlight.

5. Upright branches generally remain vegetative and
vigorous. Horizontal branches generally are more
fruitful. A good combination of the two is necessary,
for fruiting now and in future years.

6. New growth occurs within 2 to 20 cm (1 to 8 inches)
of where you cut the branch. The influence is not
further down the plant.

7. Do most of the pruning in the top of the tree so that
the lower branches are exposed to sunlight.

8. Make clean cuts within 1 cm (about ¥4") of a bud; don't leave stubs beyond the bud.

This publication has been produced with the support of the European Union, Perennial
Horticulture Development Program, Almond Industry Development Project, Contract:
ASIE/2007/135-504, Roots of Peace, Kabul, +93 (0) 794-677-212,zach@rootsofpeace.org.
The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of UCD and can in no way be taken
to reflect the views of the European Union.

Copyright © UC Regents Davis campus, 2009. All Rights Reserved.

For more information visit: www.ip.ucdavis.edu, http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm, www.rootsofpeace.org.


http://www.ip.ucdavis.edu/�
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm�
http://www.rootsofpeace.org/�

