	



	
 News
                                    By Anna Gawel 
                                    The Washington Diplomat

                                    

                                    November 17, 2005 



New Life Springs From Afghanistan’s Landmines

Just in time for the Thanksgiving holiday, Afghan Ambassador Said Tayeb Jawad honored Roots of Peace for the group’s work in creating “a harvest of hope” by transforming minefields into farmland in a packed reception that included U.S. Undersecretary of State for Public Diplomacy Karen Hughes.
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“Roots of Peace is doing a wonderful job because on one hand they are removing the mines, which is really a deadly reminder of the war in Afghanistan,” Jawad told the Diplomatic Pouch. “But on the other hand they are reviving the Afghan agricultural sector, which is very important. Afghanistan has been an agricultural country—it’s about 80 percent of our exports,” he added, noting that rebuilding the agricultural sector will also help to combat the narcotics trade.

Afghanistan is still littered with millions of landmines following the Soviet invasion—one in fact for every Afghan family. Heidi Kühn, founder and chief executive officer of Roots of Peace, was celebrated for her work in helping to remove not only thousands of landmines in Afghanistan, replacing them with foods such as grapes and nuts, but also for the group’s efforts in other countries such as Iraq, Cambodia, Croatia and Angola, where Roots of Peace is also working to turn “mines into vines.”

Hughes, who’s relatively new to the diplomatic arena, recalled the story of a girl she met during a trip to Afghanistan who asked her not to forget about Afghanistan once she left the country. Hughes called Kühn a “role model” for not forgetting about people in need, crediting groups such as Roots of Peace with helping her “put up with the slings and arrows” of life in the public eye.


photo by Lili Iravani 

From left, U.S. Undersecretary of State for Public Diplomacy Karen Hughes, Ambassador of Afghanistan Said Tayeb Jawad and his wife Shamim Jawad attend a reception honoring Roots of Peace, a humanitarian organization, at the Afghan Embassy.
