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MESSAGE ON ROOTS OF PEACE DAY 

Napa Valley California, 24 May 2014

It is my pleasure to greet all the participants in the Roots of Peace Day event. 
The United Nations shares the vision of a world free from the threat of landmines and explosive remnants of war.

Clearing the debris of war enables agricultural development and opportunity for some of the world’s most vulnerable people.  I commend Roots of Peace for its work transforming minefields into thriving farmland. 

Much progress has been achieved in mine-affected countries throughout the world, but more progress is needed.  Today in Syria and in South Sudan, the humanitarian impact of the use of explosive weapons in populated areas is disheartening. 

The United Nations is committed to the goal that was set out by the international community in 1997: to eradicate landmines.  Mine action is about saving lives.  A world free from the threat of mines and other remnants of war is a more secure world. 

The United Nations was established to serve the people and in turn it needs the support of organizations like Roots of Peace and committed entrepreneurs who promote security through developing economic opportunities. 

Let us continue to mobilize the resources, partnerships, creativity and resolve 
we need to further advance this vision.  I wish you a very successful event. 

